In the Claims : 

Amend Claims 9 and 16-18. 

1. (Canceled). 

2. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim ^ 
22, wherein said second member (3; 13; 33) is arranged essentially perpendicular 
to said first member (2; 12; 32). 

3. (Canceled). 

4. (Currently amended). A connecting element as set forth in claim 3- 23 
wherein said a connector (33) comprises a said base plate (32), and said base plate 
has said at least one elongated opening (34, 35) with said tooth-like notches (37.1, 
37.2) located along the length of said at least one elongated opening (34, 35) for 
engagement with complementary notches of one said fastening element. 

5. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 3- 4, 
wherein an outer contour of said connector (33) is formed complementary to an 
inner contour of the support so that said support can slide over said connector (33). 

6. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 3- 4, 
wherein an inner contour of the connector (33) is shaped complementary to an 
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outer contour of a support so that the support can be inserted into said connector 
(33). 

7. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim ^ 4, 
wherein said connector (33) has a rectangular configuration and the with openings 
(41.1 to 41.4; 51.2, 51.4; 52.1, 52.3) are arranged parallel to a plane for the passage 
of a fastening element, with said plane formed through said first member (32) of 
the connecting element. 

8. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 7, 
wherein a plurality of additional openmgs (41.1 to 41.4; 51.2, 51.4; 52.1; 52.3) are 
arranged spaced vertically relative to each other in a plurality of planes parallel to 
each other. 

9. (Canceled). 

10. (Canceled). 

11. (Canceled). 

12. (Canceled). 



F:\Ursula Nc»ton\HILTI\BXM 309, 116 DT-6591 AMEND Bimbaum 06 12 07.DOC 



7 



13. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 4- 
22, wherein a surface zone surrounding at least one said elongated opening has 
said notches (6, 7). 

14. (Canceled). 

15. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 4- 
22, wherein the outer contour of said at least one first or second member (2, 3) is 
complementary to the outer contour of at least one of the supports capable of being 
connected with said connecting element ( 1 ; 11 ; 3 1 ). 

16. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 4- 
22, wherein a fastening element (61) for securing a connecting element (65) to a 
support comprises an elongated screw having a threaded first end segment (64) and 
an opposite end rear grip part (63), with complementary notches (69.1;69.2) 
comprising teeth. 

17. (Canceled). 

18. (Canceled). 

19. (Original). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 3, wherein said 
second member is formed of a hollow section. 
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20. (Previously presented). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 4, 
wherein said base plate (32) is arranged in the same plane as said first member. 

2 1 . (Original). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 1 0, wherein 
the pitch of said teeth is 2.5 mm. 

22. (Currently amended). A connecting element for an assembly system 
comprising a plurality of system supports having openings arranged in a defined 
spacing on at least one of a plurality of outer walls of the support svstem supports. 
wherein said connecting element (1 ; 11 ; 3 1 ; 65) oompris e o a comprising an 
elongated first member (2; 12; 32) and at least one elongated second member (3; 
13; 33) with s paced elongated sides and with at least one of said first and second 
members (2; 12; 32; 3; 13; 33) having at least one elongated opening (4; 5; 14; 15; 
34; 35; 66) spaced between and inwardly of said elongated sides thereof and 
extending in the elongated direction thereof and witfi olongatod porallol oidos and 
with at least a plurality of continuous tooth-like notches extending transversely of 
the length of said elongated opening, said tooth-like notches arranged for securing 
said connecting element (1 ; 1 1 ; 3 1 ; 65) to one of said system support or to a base 
surface by a fastening element (61) passed through tiie said at least one seAd 
elongated opening (4, 5; 14, 15; 34, 35; 66) and engageable with complementary 
tooth-like notches (69.1; 69.2) of the fastening element (61), said connecting 
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element has at least one bead corrugation formed therein extending outwardly from 
a surface of at least one of said first member or second member containing said 
elongated opening including said at l e ast ono olongatod opening with said b e ad 
having b e ad walls (18.1, 18.2; 19.1, 19.2) ext e nding in tho direction of said 
elongated opening (14; 15) and said notches compris e t ee th arranged in said bead 
walls (18.1. 18.2: 19.1. 19.2) said corrugation having a first wall generally parallel 
to and spaced outwardly from the surface containing the elongated opening and 
first and seond side walls extending from said first wall to a surface from which 
said corrugation extends said first side wall facing said opening and having tooth- 
like notches therein complementai-y to tooth-like notches in one of said supports to 
which said connecting element is to be secured . 

23. (New). An assembly system comprising at least one base plate and 
vertical supports extending upwardly from said base plate, and connecting 
elements for connection to said base plate or to one of said vertical supports, said 
connecting elements each comprising an elongated first member having elongated 
sides and at least one elongated second member having elongated sides with at 
least one of said first member and second member having at least one elongated 
opening with elongated parallel sides thereon and spaced inwardly from said 
elongated sides thereof, at least a plurality of tooth-like notches extending 
continuously in side-by-side relation transversely of the lengths of said elongated 
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opening, said tootii-like notches arranged for securing to said base plate or vertical 
supports by a fasting element passed through the at least one side elongated 
opening and engageable with complementary tooth-like notches of said base plate 
or supports. 
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